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Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I  beg  to  submit  my  annual  report  on  the  health  and  sanitary  circumstances 
of  your  district  for  the  year  ending  31st  December,  1956,  in  accordance  with 
the  instructions  of  the  Ministry  of  Health. 

The  general  health  of  the  district  was  good  throughout  the  year,  measles 
occurred  in  epidemic  proportion,  and  there  were  numerous  cases  of  whooping 
cough,  but  not  of  epidemic  character. 

The  population  of  the  district  remains  more  or  less  static. 

The  Birth  Rate  and  the  Death  Rate  compare  very  favourably  with  that 
of  England  and  Wales  as  a  whole,  and  once  again  infant  mortality  for  the 
district  is  considerably  below  that  for  the  country. 

The  vital  statistics  are  set  out  below  in  tabulated  form,  and  it  will  be  noted, 
compare  very  favourably  with  that  for  England  and  Wales. 


SECTION  “A” 

General  Statistics 


Area  (in  acres)  ...  ...  ...  ...  132,535 

Population — -1931  Census  ...  ...  ...  12,853 

Population- — 1951  Census  ...  ...  ...  12,621 

Estimated  Home  Population — Mid  1956  ...  12,060 

Number  of  Inhabited  Houses  ...  ...  4,062 

Rateable  Value  ...  ...  ...  ...  ^89,440 

Product  of  Penny  Rate  ...  ...  £217.  Os.  Od. 


Loan  Debt  .  £373,131.  13s.  7d. 


Vital  Statistics 

Male 

Female 

Total 

Live  Births  ... 

•  ••  ,  ,  , 

76 

101 

=  177 

Legitimate 

...  ...  ... 

72 

98 

Illegitimate  ... 

4 

3 

England 
and  Wales 

Crude  Birth  Rate  per 

1,000  population 

... 

14.7 

15.7 

Corrected  Birth  Rate 

...  ...  ... 

.  .  ... 

17.4 

Still  Births 

...  ...  ...  . 

.  .  ... 

4. 

Still  Birth  Rate  per  1,000  live  and  still  births 

22.0 

23.0 

Male 

Female 

Total 

Deaths 

... 

87 

79 

166 

England 
and  Wales 

Crude  Death  Rate  per 

1,000  population 

13.8 

11.7 

Corrected  Death  Rate 

...  ...  ...  • 

.  .  ... 

11.3 

Deaths  from  Maternal 

Causes  ... 

•  •  ... 

Nil 

Maternal  Mortality 

...  ...  ... 

.  .  ... 

• — 

Deaths  of  Infants  under  1  year 

•  •  ... 

2 

Infant  Mortality  ... 

... 

.  . 

12.0 

23.8 

3 


Year 

Population 

Birth  Rate 

Death  Rate 

1947 

12,290 

20.6 

14.1 

1948 

12,300 

17.2 

12.8 

1949 

12,250 

13.2 

14.4 

1950 

12,340 

14.3 

14.3 

1951 

12,520 

13.1 

16.5 

1952 

12,320 

13.1 

12.7 

1953 

12,280 

14.6 

10.8 

1954 

12,160 

12.7 

14.8 

1955 

12,160 

10.1 

13.2 

1956 

12,160 

14.7 

13.8 

The  chief  causes  of  death  were  as  follows: — 


Infectious  Causes: 

Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Syphilitic  Disease  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Influenza  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

Other  Infective  or  Parasitic  ...  ...  ...  2 

General  Causes : 

Cancer  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  29 

Diabetes  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Vascular  Disease  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  19 

Coronary  Disease  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  19 

Heart  Disease  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  36 

Other  Circulatory  Diseases  ...  ...  ...  7 

Pneumonia  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

Bronchitis  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  13 

Other  Respiratory  Diseases  ...  ...  ...  2 

Gastric  Ulcer  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Nephritis  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Disease  of  the  Prostate  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Congenital  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Accidental  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

Suicide  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Other  Causes  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  17 

Infants  under  1  year: 

Congenital  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Prematurity  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 


Ages  at  Death  Table 


Ige  at  Death : 

Male 

Female 

Infants  under 

1  year 

1 

1 

1-5  years 

— 

— 

5-15  „ 

1 

— 

15-25  ,, 

...  — 

— 

25-35  ,, 

...  — 

— 

35-45  ,, 

1 

— 

45-55  „ 

7 

5 

55-65  ,, 

15 

5 

65-75  „ 

26 

20 

75  and  over 

36 

48 

Total 

87 

79 

4 


SECTION  “B” 


General  Provision  of  Health  Services 

There  was  no  change  in  the  general  provision  of  health  services,  and  they 
continue  to  run  smoothly. 

The  Ambulance  Services  which  are  the  responsibility  of  the  County  Council 
but  which  are  manned  by  the  St.  John  Ambulance  Brigade,  continued  to 
give  adequate  and  efficient  service.  Steps  were  taken  during  the  year  to 
provide  sufficient  accommodation  for  the  Brigade  in  Okehampton  Borough, 
and  it  is  hoped  that  these  essential  premises  will  be  open  for  use  both  for 
training  of  personnel  and  housing  of  the  ambulances  in  the  near  future. 

National  Assistance  Act,  1948 

Fortunately,  there  was  no  need  to  make  use  of  the  provisions  of  Section 
47  of  this  Act  during  the  year.  However,  as  I  have  remarked  on  previous 
occasions,  better  use  could  be  made  of  the  Home  Help  Service. 

Welfare  Services 

The  loss  of  the  invaluable  services  of  the  old  Relieving  Officer  are  still 
felt  in  this  district  as  we  have  no  County  Representative  within  30  odd  miles 
of  the  area  to  visit  and  cater  for  necessitous  cases.  Without  in  any  way 
criticizing  the  officer  in  question  who  has  to  cover  such  an  enormous  area, 
it  is  felt  that  the  County  Council,  who  are  the  responsible  Welfare  Authority, 
could  make  better  use  of  some  delegated  person  to  deal  with  ordinary  and 
every-day  occurrences  on  a  local  basis.  This,  one  might  suggest,  could  quite 
easily  be  done  by  delegating  some  of  these  duties  to  such  an  individual  as, 
for  instance,  the  local  Registrar. 


SECTION  “C” 


Sanitary  Circumstances  of  the  Area 

Mr.  Lethbridge  has  been  largely  responsible  for  the  preparation  of  this  section 
of  the  report. 

Water  Supply 

Attention  is  drawn  to  the  comprehensive  table  at  the  end  of  the  report 
which  sets  out  in  detail  the  service  to  each  parish  in  accordance  with  the 
Ministry’s  instructions. 

Mr.  Young,  District  Engineer  to  the  North  Devon  Water  Board,  has 
submitted  the  following  report  on  progress  during  the  year  in  your  district : — 

Beaworthy  :  A  main  extension  has  been  completed  from  Beaworthy- 
Patchacott. 

Belstone:  During  the  dry  weather  this  supply  was  restricted.  Little 
can  be  done  to  alleviate  the  shortage  of  water  until  such  time  as  the  new 
Belstone  Works  are  constructed. 

Bondleigh  :  A  main  water  supply  is  now  available  from  the  Board’s 
new  main. 

Bridestowe:  The  new  main  from  Bridestowe  to  Portgate,  on  the  line 
of  the  main  A. 30  road  has  been  completed  and  a  satisfactory  supply  afforded 
to  consumers  on  route. 

Drewsteignton  :  The  supply  is  still  drawn  from  the  quarry  which  as 
an  open  source  is  not  regarded  as  satisfactory,  but  a  new  pumping  station 
is  being  built  at  Yeoford  and  when  completed  will  enable  a  main  supply 
of  water  to  be  pumped  to  Drewsteignton  and  the  area  supplied  from  Drew¬ 
steignton  reservoir. 
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Exbourne:  A  short  extension  has  been  completed  to  supply  Exbourne 
Council  Houses. 


Hatherleigh  :  An  extension  has  been  completed  to  Passaford  in  order 
that  a  supply  may  be  afforded  to  Tellams  Factory.  An  extension  has 
also  been  completed  to  Fishleigh,  Hatherleigh. 


Highampton  :  An  extension  has  been  completed  from  Highampton 
Church  to  Pulworthy. 

Iddesleigh  :  An  extension  from  the  existing  main  scheme  supply  at 
Iddesleigh  was  completed  to  Vanstones. 

North  Tawton  :  A  scheme  has  been  submitted  to  the  Ministry  of  Housing 
and  Local  Government  for  extending  the  Board’s  trunk  main  from  Cadditon 
Cross  to  Sampford  Chappie  which  will  enable  main  scheme  water  to  be 
supplied  to  North  Tawton. 

Sampford  Courtenay:  The  same  main  which  will  supply  North  Tawton 
with  Prewley  water  will  also  connect  Sampford  Courtenay. 

Sourton  :  An  extension  was  completed  from  Sourton  to  Forda. 

South  Tawton  :  During  the  dry  weather  this  supply  was  short  but 
owing  to  continuous  waste  detection  a  reasonable  supply  was  maintained. 
No  improvement  can  be  made  in  this  supply  until  such  time  as  the  Belstone 
Works  are  constructed. 


Spreyton:  A  scheme  has  been  submitted  to  the  Ministry  for  laying  a 
new  main  from  Culm  Cross,  North  Tawton,  via  Langdown,  to  Spreyton. 
This  will  afford  a  main  scheme  supply  for  Spreyton  and  for  properties 
situated  on  the  route. 

In  addition  extensions  have  been  carried  out  from  Loveland  Cross  to 
East  Kimber  and  from  Reed  to  Burrow. 


The  following  samples  were  taken  by  the  Board  during  the  year:- — - 


Parish 

Total 

Samples 

Good 

Fair 

Bad 

Belstone 

Taken 

10 

8 

2 

Bondleigh  ... 

— 

— 

-- 

— 

Bridestowe 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Broadwoodkelly  ... 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Chagford  ... 

10 

7 

— 

3 

Sandy  Park 

2 

— 

— 

2 

Drewsteignton 

10 

9 

— 

1 

Exbourne  ... 

— 

— 

— 

- 

Hatherleigh 

1 

1 

— 

— 

North  Tawton 

19 

15 

2 

2 

Sampford  Courtenay 

1 

1 

— 

— 

(Sticklepath) 

South  Zeal 

9 

6 

2 

1 

Spreyton  ...  .... 

— 

-- 

— 

— 

Throwleigh 

10 

9 

— 

1 
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Analyses  of  Water  Supplies  (Public  and  Private) 

The  following  samples  were  taken  by  your  Inspectors  during  the  year: — 


Number  of 
Samples 

Passed 

Failed 

Bacteriological  Examinations  of  Water  . 

Taken 

39 

18 

21 

Chemical  Analysis  of  Water 

2 

— 

2 

Totals 

41 

18 

23 

The  North  Devon  Water  Board  considered  representations  on  the  water 
supply  situation  at  Gidleigh,  but  stated  that,  owing  to  the  allocation  by  the 
Ministry  for  capital  expenditure  during  the  year  having  been  cut  very  drasti¬ 
cally,  there  appeared  to  be  very  little  prospect  of  this  scheme  being  carried 
out  in  the  near  future. 

Representations  were  also  made  respecting  the  provision  of  a  mains  supply 
to  the  hamlet  of  Great  Weeke,  Chagford,  on  account  of  unsatisfactory  water 
supplies,  but  the  Board  stated  that  there  was  no  possibility  of  this  being 
provided  in  the  near  future. 

The  Board  were  again  approached  during  the  year  regarding  the  water 
supply  situation  at  Forda,  Sourton,  and  they  finally  agreed  to  provide  this 
hamlet  with  a  mains  supply.  The  work  was  actually  commenced  in  December 
by  their  direct  labour  force. 

In  view  of  the  provisions  of  the  Food  Hygiene  Regulations,  1955,  relating 
to  water  supplies,  a  start  was  made  during  the  year  to  determine  whether 
supplies  to  food  premises,  other  than  public  mains,  were  clean,  wholesome 
and  constant.  Samples  were  obtained  from  ten  premises,  four  of  which 
passed  and  six  failed.  In  the  latter  case  owners  were  advised  on  remedial 
measures,  and  at  the  end  of  the  year  three  more  were  satisfactory  and  works 
in  hand  on  the  others. 


Drainage  and  Sewerage 

The  Ministry  have  intimated  that  the  scheme  prepared  by  the  Council’s 
Consulting  Engineers  has  been  approved  in  principle  but  they  were  unable 
to  give  grant  aid. 

Exbourne:  Because  of  further  complains  of  nuisances  arising  from  the 
present  sewerage  system,  another  representation  was  made  to  the  Ministry 
seeking  permission  to  put  the  scheme  in  hand.  Approval  was  given  and  the 
Consulting  Engineers  instructed  to  proceed. 

Northlew:  The  Ministry  have  conducted  an  inquiry  into  the  necessity 
for  a  comprehensive  sewerage  and  sewage  disposal  scheme  and  have  approved 
the  scheme  in  principle,  subject  to  certain  alteration?  of  a  technical  nature. 


North  Tawton:  On  account  of  the  price  asked  for  a  piece  of  land  required 
for  the  pumping  station  at  the  bottom  of  the  town,  the  matter  was  referred 
to  the  District  Valuer  to  seek  agreement  on  a  figure  with  the  owner. 
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Sampford  Courtenay:  The  owners  of  the  site  required  for  the  proposed 
sewage  disposal  works  were  approached  and  they  agreed  to  give  the  ground 
to  the  Council  provided  the  drainage  of  their  property,  an  Inn,  was  connected 
at  Council’s  expense.  They  were  advised  by  their  Public  Health  Inspector 
that,  in  his  opinion,  the  wisest  course  to  take  was  for  the  Council  to  acquire 
the  site  and  easements,  subject  to  Ministry  approval,  at  a  valuation  made 
by  the  District  Valuer,  and  for  the  drainage  of  the  Inn  to  remain  the  respon¬ 
sibility  of  the  owners.  This  was  agreed  to  and  the  matter  referred  to  the 
District  Valuers. 


Sampford  Courtenay  (Sticklepath) :  A  full  report  on  the  existing  means 
of  sewerage  and  sewage  disposal  was  submitted  to  the  Council  for  considera¬ 
tion,  and  proposals  to  deal  with  the  situation  were  presented  as  follows: 

1.  A  complete  and  new  scheme  of  sewerage  and  sewage  disposal;  or 

2.  Construction  of  a  new  combined  sewer  to  take  the  drainage  of  most 
of  the  properties  on  the  south  side  of  the  trunk  road  and  those  at 
present  served;  or 

3.  A  separate  scheme  for  the  south  side  of  the  village  only.  The  Public 
Health  Inspector  suggested  that  when  considering  either  of  the  pro¬ 
posals  attention  should  be  directed  to  two  angles — finance  and  urgency. 
There  seemed  little  doubt  that  the  most  desirable  method  to  deal 
adequately  with  the  matter  would  be  a  complete  new  scheme,  but 
this  would  take  time  to  prepare  and  receive  Ministry  consideration 
for  loan  sanction  and  grant  aid.  On  the  other  hand,  if  the  matter  was 
considered  as  one  of  urgency  to  deal  with  the  existing  nuisances  on 
the  south  side  of  the  road,  a  solution  would  be  provided  by  the  third 
proposal. 

The  Council  decided  on  the  small  scheme,  and  instructed  the  Public  Health 
Inspector  to  prepare  the  necessary  drawing  and  data  for  submission  to  the 
Ministry,  County  Council  and  Devon  Rivers  Board  for  approval. 


Sourton  :  The  Ministry  have  conducted  an  inquiry  on  the  necessity  for 
a  comprehensive  sewerage  and  sewage  disposal  scheme,  and  have  approved 
the  scheme  in  principle,  subject  to  certain  alterations  in  the  sewage  disposal 
works  layout. 

South  Zeal:  Difficulties  were  experienced  during  the  early  months  of  the 
year  in  drying  sludge  at  the  sewage  disposal  works,  and  discussions  took 
place  with  the  Council’s  Consulting  Engineers  as  to  the  cause  of  it.  Analyses 
of  the  sludge  and  sewage  were  obtained.  The  Engineers  thereupon  pointed 
out  that  the  amount  of  detergents  was  fairly  high,  and  as  it  is  established 
that  these  substances  are  good  emulsifiers  they  tend  to  keep  matters  in  sus¬ 
pension  and  prevent  settlement  and  de-watering.  The  Sanitary  Inspector 
asked  the  Council  if  he  might  adapt  a  different  method  of  sludge  drying  by 
the  use  of  straw,  and  was  given  authority  to  proceed.  The  process  suggested 
was  to  place  a  layer  of  short  straw  on  the  media  of  the  beds  before  the  sludge 
was  run  out  of  the  settling  tanks.  The  straw  would  prevent  any  sealing  of 
the  media,  create  an  air  cushion,  and  the  whole,  when  dry,  could  readily 
be  forked  off  the  beds  and  composted.  Although  this  new  method  was  not 
put  into  operation  until  early  October,  there  seemed  no  doubt,  at  the  end 
of  the  year,  that  it  was  effective  and  that  the  problem  of  drying  the  sludge 
had  been  solved. 

A  table  attached  to  the  back  cover  of  this  report  sets  out  the  position  as 
regards  sewerage  in  each  of  the  areas  27  Parishes. 
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Sanitary  Inspection  of  the  District 

The  following  table  sets  out  the  visits,  etc.,  carried  out  by  your  Inspectors 
during  the  year: — 


Types  of  Premises 

No.  of 
Inspections 

No.  of 
Intimation 
Notices 
Served 

No.  of 
Intimation 
Notices 
complied 
with 

i 

Houses  inspected 

131 

44 

47 

Houses  re-inspected 

215 

- — - 

- — 

Premises  other  than  houses  and  not 
mentioned  below 

78 

24 

25 

Ice  Cream  Premises 

20 

• — 

— 

Other  Food  Premises 

163 

38 

19 

Dairies 

10 

• — 

■ - 

Refuse  Tips 

35 

— 

• - 

Public  Conveniences 

63 

_ _ 

• - 

Water  Supplies 

84 

19 

17 

Drainage 

124 

— 

• — 

Sewerage 

337 

— 

Petroleum  Acts 

20 

1 

— 

Slaughterhouses  and  Knackers 
Yard 

759 

17 

16 

Miscellaneous  visits  not  classified 

138 

• — 

• — 

Totals 

2,177 

143 

124 

One  Statutory  Notice  was  complied  with  under  Section  93  of  the  Public 
Health  Act,  1936. 


SECTION  “C” 

Rodent  Control 

First  inspections,  re-inspections  and  visits  for  treatments: — 


Private  houses  ...  ...  ...  ...  1,387 

Business  premises  ...  ...  ...  ...  176 

Sewers  and  Sewage  outfalls  ...  ...  157 

Refuse  tips  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  56 

Agricultural  properties  ...  ...  ...  899 


Total  ...  ...  2,675 


Number  of  bodies  recovered  after  treatment  ...  ...  238 

Total  number  of  baiting  points  ...  ...  ...  ...  1,187 

Types  of  poison  used:  Warfarin,  Zinc  Phosphide,  Arsenic  and 
Red  Squill 

The  number  of  complaints  of  rat  and  mice  infestation 

received  during  the  year  ...  ...  ...  ...  30 
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Owing  to  the  reduction  in  thfe  rat  population,  the  Council  decided  in  May 
to  dispense  with  the  services  of  the  Rodent  Operator,  and  this  will  account 
for  the  reduction  in  the  number  of  inspections  as  compared  With  last  year. 
Many  reasons  for  the  reduction  in  the  rat  population  have  been  given,  but 
it  is  thought  that  an  important  one  is  the  success  of  “Warfarin”  as  a  poison. 
This  has  encouraged  occupiers  of  properties  to  apply  it  themselves  rather 
than  seek  help  from  the  Local  Authority.  The  result  of  this  seem  to  have  had 
its  effect  on  the  numbers  of  rats  in  the  area,  and  in  many  instances  to  have 
reduced  major  infestations  to  minor  ones. 

Following  the  departure  of  the  Rodent  Operator  a  letter  was  prepared  by 
the  Public  Health  Inspector,  and  sent  to  all  persons  seeking  assistance  from 
the  Public  Health  Department  for  rat  destruction;  this  letter  gave  advice 
on  baiting  materials,  and  where  they  could  be  obtained. 


Refuse  Collection  and  Disposal 

The  Refuse  Contractor  submitted  details  of  his  contract  figure  for  1957, 
and  sought  an  increase  to  cover  increase  in  wages  and  petrol. 

This  was  offset  to  some  extent  by  a  rearrangement  Of  routes;  in  fact,  a 
further  18  properties  oh  the  road  from  Northlew  via  Waytown  to  Oke- 
hampton  were  provided  with  a  collection  without  extra  cost.  The  Annual 
cost  of  this  new  contract  would  be  ^1,719.  15s.  Od. 

In  December  petrol  rationing  was  introduced  and  the  price  of  petrol 
increased  by  l/5d.  a  gallon.  The  Contractor  had  asked  that  if,  on  account 
of  the  International  situation,  there  was  any  exceptional  rise  in  the  pricfe 
of  petrol  and  oil  he  be  allowed  the  increase  as  from  the  first  of  the  month 
following  the  announcement  of  such  increase.  This  was  agreed  to  by  the 
Council  and  made  payable  as  from  1st  January,  1957,  to  operate  for  such 
time  as  the  increase  was  maintained. 


Factories  Acts,  1937  and  1948 

1.  Inspections 


i 

\ 

1 

1 

Number 

on 

Register 

Number  of 

i 

Premises 

Inspec¬ 

tions 

Written 

Notices 

Occupiers 

Prosecuted 

(i)  Factories  in  which 
Sections  1,  2,  3,  4  and 

6  are  to  be  enforced  by 
Local  Authorities 

40 

59 

(ii)  Factories  not  included 
in  (i)  in  which  Section 

7  is  enforced  by  the 
Local  Authorities 

(iii)  Other  premises  in 

which  Section  7  is  en¬ 
forced  by  the  Local 
Authority 

Total 

i 

40 

59 

i 

■ — 

— 

10 


2.  Cases  in  which  Defects  were  Found 


Particulars 

Number  of  cases  in  which  defects 
were  found 

Number  of 
cases 
in  which 
Prosecutions 
were 

instituted 

Found 

Remedied 

Refe 
to  H.M. 

Inspector 

rred 

by  H.M . 
Inspector 

Want  of 
Cleanliness  ... 

9 

8 

— 

1 

— 

Overcrowding 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Unreasonable 

Temperature 

1 

1 

— 

1 

— 

Inadequate 

Ventilation 

— 

— 

— 

— 

- 

Ineffective 
drainage  of 
floors 

1 

1 

, 

_ 

.  „ 

Sanitary 
Conveniences : 

(a)  Insufficient 

1 

1 

, 

1 

_ 

( b )  Unsuitable 
or 

defective 

2 

2 

iU 

_ , 

_ 

_ 

( c )  Not  separ¬ 
ate  for 
sexes 

1 

1 

_ . 

_ 

Other  offences 

’  * 

- 

— 

— 

— 

Total  ...  i  15 

i 

14 

- 

3 

— 

Outwork 


Nature  of  Work 

Number  of  out-workers  in  August  list 
required  by  Section  110  (i)  (c) 

Wearing  apparel — Making, 
etc. 

. . 

9 

11 


SECTION  “D” 


Housing 

CLEARANCE  AREAS  AND  INDIVIDUAL  UNFIT  HOUSES 
Return  for  the  Year  Ended  31st  December,  1956 

Houses  Not  Included  in  Clearance  Areas: 

Demolition  and  Closing  Orders:  Number  of 

Houses  Persons 
Displaced 


1.  Housing  Acts,  1936  - 

(a)  Houses  demolished  as  a  result  of  formal  or 

informal  procedure  under  Section  II  ...  ...  5  2 

(b)  Houses  closed  in  pursuance  of  an  undertaking 
given  by  the  owners  under  Section  II,  and  still 

in  force  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  14  29 

(c)  Parts  of  buildings  closed  (Section  12)  ...  Nil  Nil 

2.  Housing  Act,  1949 

(a)  Closing  Orders  made  under  Section  3  (1)  ...  Nil  Nil 

( b )  Demolition  Orders  determined  and  Closing 

Orders  substituted  under  Section  3  (2)  ...  Nil  Nil 


3.  Local  Government  ( Miscellaneous  Provisions)  Act, 

1953 

Closing  orders  made  under  Section  10  (1)  ...  Nil  Nil 


Repairs:  Number  of  Houses 

4.  Informal  Action 

Number  of  unfit  or  defective  houses  rendered  fit 
during  the  period  as  a  result  of  informal  action 
by  the  Local  Authority  under  the  Public  Health 
or  Housing  Acts  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  47 


5.  Action  under  Statutory  Powers 
Public  Health  Acts: 

Number  of  houses  in  which  defects  were  remedied 
after  service  of  formal  notices: 

( a )  By  Owners  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  Nil 

( b )  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of  Owners  ...  Nil 


6.  Housing  Act,  1936 

Number  of  houses  made  fit  after  service  of  formal 
notices  (Sections  9,  10,  11  and  16): 

(a)  By  Owners  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  Nil 

(b)  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of  Owners  ...  Nil 
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Mr.  Bailey,  Engineer  and  Surveyor,  has  submitted  the  following  Report 
for  the  year: 


Improvement  Grants — 

Continuing  interest  is  being  shown  in  the  conversion  or  adaption  of 
existing  buildings  to  provide  improved  accommodation  throughout  the 
district,  and  146  applications  for  Improvement  Grants  under  Section  20 
of  the  Housing  Act,  1949,  have  been  received.  Of  this  total  75  have  received 
approval  and  39  have  either  been  refused  or  withdrawn. 

Town  and  Country  Planning- — 

The  number  of  applications  received  over  the  past  twelve  months  show 
an  increase  of  42,  as  listed  in  the  following  schedule:- — 

Conversion  or  Adaptations  ...  ...  ...  104 

48 
33 
7 
40 
17 
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Year  1956/57 


COUNCIL  HOUSES 

IN  THE  OKEHAMPTON 

RURAL 

DISTRICT 

No.  of 

Total  No. 

Parish 

Situation 

Houses 

in  Parish 

Beaworthy  ... 

Black  Hill . 

2 

Patchacott 

2 

4 

Belstone 

Tor  Down  ... 

6 

6 

Bondleigh  ... 

Village 

4 

4 

Bratton  Clovelly 

Beech  Cottages 

3 

3 

Bridestowe 

Princess  Elizabeth  Terrace 

8 

Brid  Close  ... 

4 

12 

Broadwoodkelly  ... 

The  Villas  . 

4 

Splatt 

1 

5 

Chagford 

Dennis  Park 

33 

Biera  View 

8 

Orchard  Meadow  ... 

35 

“Monte  Rosa" 

5 

New  Street 

4 

85 

Drewsteignton 

Lamb’s  Park 

4 

Knowle  Lane 

Turnpike  Road,  Whiddon 

4 

Down 

Exeter  Road,  Whiddon 

4 

Down 

4 

16 

Farm  Buildings 
New  Properties 
Advertisements 
Others 
Refusals 
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Parish 

Exbourne 

Germansweek 

Gidleigh 

Hatherleigh 


Highampton 
Iddesleigh  ... 
Inwardleigh 

Jacobstowe 

Meeth 

Monkokehampton  ... 

Northlew  with 
Ashbury  ... 

North  Tawton 


Okehampton 

Hamlets 


Sampford  Courtenay 


Sourton 


South  Tawton 


Spreyton 

Throwleigh 


Situation 

Brought  forward 

Cawsand  View 
The  Shrubbery 


No.  of  Total  No. 
Houses  in  Parish 

135  135 

2 

6  8 


Moor  View  Terrace 
Higher  Street 
Normandy  Place  ... 
Claremont  Place  ... 

High  View 

Winkleigh  View 

Misdon  Cottages,  Folly  Gate 
New  Road,  Folly  Gate 


12 

6 

4 

14 

2 

4 

6 

13 


36 

2 

4 

19 


Station  Road  ...  ...  10 

East  View  ...  ...  ...  2 

Costloes  ...  ...  ...  4 

Moor  View  ...  ...  6 

Barton  Hill  ...  ...  16 

Fore  Street  ...  ...  8 

Essington — Arundell  Road  18 

Chichacott  ...  ...  4 

Peacewater  ...  ...  2 

Fatherford  Flats  ...  ...  2 

Four  Acres  ...  ...  4 

Station  View  ...  ...  4 

Cross  Hill,  Tongue  End  ...  2 

Queen  Haye,  Sticklepath  ...  6 

Broad  View  ...  ...  4 

Windard  Terrace  ...  ...  6 

Corn  Ridge  View,  Sourton 

Down  ...  ...  ...  6 

Hill  Crest  ...  ...  ...  8 

Cross  Park,  South  Zeal  ...  10 

The  Croft,  South  Zeal  ...  24 

Barn  Close,  Whiddon  Down  10 

Cross  Meadow  ...  ...  6 

Middle  Clampitts  ...  ...  4 

Higher  Hay  ...  ...  2 


10 

2 

10 

42 


8 


16 


16 


52 

6 

6 


Total 


372  372 


14 


qo 

10 

O' 


&3 

s 

s 

X 

o 

o 

PC 

PU 

O 

z 

I-* 

£ 

O 

X 


Ordnance 

Survey 

Location 

456 

581 

582 

585 

i 

No.  of 
houses 

proposed 

O  O  <N  rf 

r— « 

26 

House 

Plans 

Approved 

1  1  1  1 

1 

Lay-out 

Plans 

Approved 

1  1  1  1 

I 

Sites 

Selected 

1  1  1  1 

9 

1 

Sites 

under 

consideration 

1111 

% 

Inwardleigh — New  Road,  Folly  Gate 

North  Tawton 

North  Tawton — Arundell  Road 

Spreyton 

Totals  ...  ... 

15 


SECTION  “E” 


Food  and  Food  Premises 

With  the  introduction  of  the  Food  Hygiene  Regulations  made  under 
Section  13  of  the  Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1955,  all  food  premises  considered  to 
be  premises  within  the  scope  of  the  Regulations  were  classified,  and  a  card 
index  record  of  each  premises  begun. 

Premises  were  classified  in  the  following  groups,  namely: — 


Hotels,  Public  Houses  and  Inns  ...  ...  46 

School  Canteens  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  15 

Cafes,  Restaurants,  Guest  Houses  ...  ...  21 

Food  Shops  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  69 

Butchers  Shops  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  12 

Bed  and  Breakfast  premises  ...  ...  ...  24 

Bakeries  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  13 


Total  number  of  food  premises  ...  ...  200 


The  number  of  premises  registered  under  Section  16  of  the  Food  and  Drugs 
Act,  1955,  are:- — - 

Ice  Cream  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  34 

Preparation  or  manufacture  of  sausages  or 
potted,  pressed,  pickled  or  preserved  food 
intended  for  sale  ...  ...  ...  ...  13 

The  number  of  Dairies  registered  ujider  the  Milk  and  Dairies  Regulations, 
1949-1954,  are  93. 


Disposal  of  Condemned  Food 

By  arrangement  with  a  firm  of  manufacturers  of  meat  and  bone  meals, 
fertilisers,  etc.,  the  bulk  of  condemned  meat  was  collected  by  them  from 
slaughterhouses,  and  processed.  Canned  goods  condemned  were  in  such 
small  quantities  that  their  use  for  animal  feeding  was  not  an  economic  or 
profitable  proposition.  In  such  cases,  faulty  tins  were  perforated  and  buried 
at  one  of  the  Council’s  refuse  tips. 

In  one  case,  however,  the  whole  stock  of  a  small  general  provision  shop 
was  damaged  as  the  result  of  a  fire.  Foodstuffs  rendered  unfit  by  smoke, 
fire  and  water,  and  weighing  1  ton  123  lbs.,  were  condemned  as  unfit  for 
human  consumption,  and  allowed  to  be  used  for  pig  food  by  a  local  pigkeeper, 
who  made  a  written  declaration  that  he  understood  the  foodstuffs  were  unfit 
for  human  consumption  and  would  be  used  for  animal  feeding  only. 


Ice  Cream  (Heat  Treatment,  etc.)  Regulations,  1947-1952 

The  manufacture  of  ice  cream  on  a  very  small  scale  is  carried  out  in  one 
premises  only,  at  Hatherleigh,  but  the  trade  is  normally  confined  to  the 
summer  months.  Periodical  inspections  are  made  of  the  premises  and  equip¬ 
ment,  and  the  co-operation  of  the  manufacturer  has  always  been  readily 
available  to  ensure  a  wholesome  and  satisfactory  product. 
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Food  Hygiene  Regulations,  1955-1956 

The  effect  of  the  Food  Hygiene  Regulations  on  the  various  types  of  premises 
within  the  district  was  considered  and  dealt  with  as  follows : — 

(a)  A  summary  of  the  Regulations  was  prepared  by  the  Public  Health 
Department  and  a  copy  sent  to  the  occupier  of  each  food-preparing 
premises  within  the  district.  Over  200  were  circulated. 

( b )  The  next  step  was  to  seek  a  common  interpretation  of  the  meaning 
of  the  Regulations,  many  of  them  new.  To  achieve  this  the  Medical 
Officer  of  Health,  who  is  the  officer  to  five  Local  Authorities,  convened 
a  meeting  of  the  Public  Health  Inspectors  of  each  of  the  Authorities 
with  a  view  to  a  general  discussion.  Your  Public  Health  Inspector 
prepared  a  paper  on  the  new  Regulations,  and  the  ensuing  discussion 
resulted  in  an  agreed  code  of  standards  to  be  adopted  by  the  Public 
Health  Departments  of  each  of  the  Authorities. 


Inspection  and  Supervision  of  Food 
Bacteriological  Examination  of  Milk  (Methylene  blue  test) 

Description  of  Milk  Number  of  samples  Result 

Ungraded  raw  ...  ...  One  ...  ...  ...  Satisfactory 


Unsound  Food 

Quantities  of  unsound  food  inspected  during  the  year  resulted  in  1  ton 
2  cwt.  2  lbs.  of  miscellaneous  foodstuffs  being  voluntarily  surrendered  by 
owners  and  tradesmen  as  being  unfit  for  human  consumption. 


Ice  Cream 

Two  applications  for  registration  of  premises  for  the  sale  of  pre-packed 
ice  cream  were  approved  by  the  Council. 


Slaughterhouses 

Model  Byelaws,  dealing  with  sanitary  conditions  and  managements  of 
private  slaughterhouses  issued  by  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture,  Fisheries  and 
Food,  were  considered  by  the  Council  and  it  was  decided  to  adopt  them..  As 
licences  already  granted  expire  on  31st  July,  1957,  it  was  thought  that  their 
adoption  would  enable  the  Council  to  require  further  improvements  to  the 
private  slaughterhouses  before  licences  were  renewed. 

The  total  number  of  carcases  inspected  in  the  private  slaughterhouses 
during  the  year  was  2,652,  which  were  made  up  as  follows: — • 

Bovines  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  577 

Calves  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  7 

Sheep  and  Lambs  ...  ...  ...  ...  1,361 

Pigs  .  707 

The  total  weight  of  meat  and  offal  condemned  was  3  tons  3  cwt.  81  lbs. 
Details  of  the  number  of  animals  killed  and  inspected  and  the  carcases, 
parts  or  organs  condemned  are  set  out  in  the  following  table: — 
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Carcases  and  Offal  Inspected  and  Condemned,  in  Whole  or  in  Part 


Cattle 

excluding 

Cows 

Cows 

Calves 

Sheep 

and 

Lambs 

Pigs 

Horses 

Number  killed 
(if  known) 

576 

26 

59 

7,375 

799 

— 

Number  inspected 

552 

25 

7 

1,361 

707 

— 

A  U  diseases  except 
tuberculosis  and 
cysticerci : 

Whole  carcases  con¬ 
demned 

1 

15 

2 

Carcases  of  which 
some  part  or 
organ  was  con¬ 
demned 

331 

16 

74 

16 

Percentage  of  the 
number  inspected 
affected  with  dis¬ 
ease  other  than 
tuberculosis  and 
cysticerci 

59.96% 

68% 

6.54% 

2.54% 

Tuberculosis  only: 
Whole  carcases  con¬ 
demned 

, 

, 

_ 

_ . 

Carcases  of  which 
some  part  or 
organ  was  con¬ 
demned 

81 

7 

,0 

Percentage  of  the 
numbers  inspected 
affected  with 
tuberculosis 

14.67% 

28% 

1.41% 

Cysticercosis : 

Carcases  of  which 
some  part  or 
organ  was  con¬ 
demned 

Carcases  submitted 
to  treatment  by 
refrigeration 

_ 

__ 

_ 

_ 

_ 

_ 

Generalised  and 
totally 
condemned 

— 

- 

— 

- 

— 

— 
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Slaughter  of  Animals  Act,  1933  to  1954 

Twenty-three  applications  were  received  for  licences,  or  renewal  licences, 
to  slaughter  or  stun  animals,  and  in  all  cases  licences  were  granted  by  the 
Council. 


Knackers  Yard 

The  means  of  water  supply  to  the  premises  became  inadequate,  and  it 
was  found  that  rain  water  storage  was  being  augmented  by  the  carting  of 
water  for  use  in  the  buildings  and  sanitary  convenience.  This  lack  of  water 
was  due  to  a  breakdown  in  pumping  arrangements,  and  it  was  considered 
necessary  to  request  the  owners  to  provide  an  adequate  and  constant  water 
supply.  They  agreed  to  undertake  this,  and  asked  the  North  Devoir  Water 
Board  for  an  estimate  to  bring  mains  Water  to  the  premises.  The  estimate 
Was  accepted,  and  the  Board  were  hsked  by  the  owners  to  put  the  work  in 
hhiid  as  soon  as  possible. 


Food  Poisoning 

No  cases  of  food  poisoning  were  notified  in  the  district  during  the  year. 


Samples  taken  under  Section  3,  Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1938 


Boracic  Crystals 
Epsom  Salts 
Cake  Mix 

Bicarbonate  of  Soda 
Mixed  Pickles 
Quaker  Oats 
Dripping 

Scones  and  Butter 
Camphorated  Oil 
Redcurrant  Jelly 
Gin 

Parrish’s  Chemical  Food 

Butter 

Splendo 

Glycerine 

Scones  and  Butter 

Orange  Squash 

Butterscotch 

Self  Raising  Flour 

Toast  and  Butter 

Blackcurrant  and  Glycerine  Pastilles 
Lemon  and  Barley  Cordial 
Shredded  Beef  Suet 
Rum 

Sterilised  Cream 
Milk  (113  samples) 


>-  All  these 
samples 
were 
genuine 


Milk — Contained  6%,  7%,  6%  and  5%  added 
Water 


Milk — Contained  3'%  added  water  .  ... 

Milk- — was  21%  deficient  in  fat 

Milk — Was  20%  deficient  of  the  proportion  of 
fat  proper  to  Channel  Island  milk  ... 

Milk — was  1%  deficient  in  fat 


Fined  £\5.  Os.  Od.  plus 
£1 .  7s.  Od.,  plus 

£2.  2s.  Od. 

Verbal  warning. 

Warning  letter. 

No  action. 

No  action. 
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Milk — -was  4%,  4%,  15%  and  7%  deficient  of 
the  proportion  of  fat  proper  to  Channel 
Islands  milk 

Milk— was  14%  deficient  in  fat 
Milk — -was  8%  deficient  in  fat 
Milk- — was  7%  deficient  in  fat 
Milk — -contained  49%  added  water 


No  action. 

Warning  letter. 

Verbal  warning. 

Warning  letter. 

Fined  /15.  Os.  Od. 
Plus  ~£2.  2s.  Od., 

plus  £2.  2s.  Od. 


Staffing  Matters 

Mr.  H.  W.  Sillifant,  the  Additional  Public  Health  Inspector,  has  accepted 
the  appointment  of  Additional  Public  Health  Inspector  and  Assistant  Sur¬ 
veyor  to  the  Kenilworth  Urban  District  Council,  Warwickshire,  and  takes 
up  his  new  duties  on  1st  January,  1957. 


SECTION  “F” 

Prevalence  of,  and  Control  over,  Infectious  and  other  diseases 

Cases  of  infectious  disease  occurring  in  the  district  and  notified  by  doctors 
and  the  school  authorities  are  set  out  in  the  accompanying  tables. 

There  are  about  a  score  of  infectious  diseases  which  are  notifiable  to  the 
Medical  Officer  of  Health  by  private  doctors,  and  other  conditions  and 
infections  are  brought  to  his  notice  by  the  school  authorities. 

You  will  see  from  the  accompanying  tables  that  practically  no  illness 
arose  from  very  infectious  causes.  Some  of  the  notifiable  infectious  diseases 
are  extremely  important  and  dangerous,  such  as  smallpox,  but  fortunately 
very  rarely  occur,  whilst  on  the  other  hand  measles  which  is  ubiquitous,  and 
attacks  piactically  everyone  is  far  less  important  from  the  Public  Health 
angle,  and  one  often  wonders  whether  any  useful  purpose  is  served  by  con¬ 
tinuing  its  notification. 

A  disease  which,  in  my  opinion,  is  of  great  importance,  but  is  not  notifiable, 
is  German  Measles  or  Rubella.  The  importance  of  this  disease  is  the  fact 
that  although  it  is  of  a  trivial  nature  in  the  child  or  adult  who  conti  acts  it, 
the  patient  may  be  a  young  woman  in  the  early  stages  of  pregnancy,  and 
the  effects  on  the  baby  can  be  devastating.  It  has  been  shown  that  many 
of  the  congenital  defects  are  due  to  infection  of  the  mother  whilst  in  the 
early  stages  of  pregnancy.  This  disease,  in  my  opinion,  could  very  well  be 
made  notifiable  so  that  any  young  women  in  the  early  stages  of  pregnancy 
could  be  given  a  prophylactic  dose  of  Gamma  Globulin  in  the  hope  of  saving 
the  baby  from  congenital  malformation. 

Another  disease  which  has  been  endemic  for  ten  or  more  years  in  West 
Devon  is  glandular  fever.  Little  or  nothing  is  known  of  the  method  of  spread 
of  this  disease,  but  it  is  the  cause  of  very  considerable  disability  with  pro¬ 
longed  convalescence.  I  should  like  to  see  this  disease  made  notifiable,  if 
only  in  the  interests  of  research,  so  that  one  could  endeavour  to  elucidate 
its  somewhat  elusive  method  of  spread. 
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Diphtheria  :  No  cases  occurred  in  the  area. 


Poliomyelitis:  One  case  of  paralytic  poliomyelitis  was  notified  during 
the  year. 


Tuberculosis:  Three  new  cases  of  pulmonary  tuberculosis  and  one  case 
of  glandular  tuberculosis  were  notified  during  the  year.  One  death  was 
recorded  from  the  former  cause. 


At  the  end  of  the  year  86  cases  remained  on  the  Register  as  follows: — - 


Pulmonary 

M.  F. 

29  31 


N  on-Pulmonary 

M.  F. 

15  11 


In  conclusion,  I  would  thank  the  Chairman  and  Council  for  the  ready  hearing 
I  have  received  at  ''ll  times,  and  the  Public  Health  staff  and  others,  who 
have  materially  assisted  in  the  preparation  of  this  report. 

I  am,  Mr.  Chairman  and  Councillors, 


Your  obedient  Servant, 

E.  D.  ALLEN-PRICE, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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INFECTIOUS  DISEASES  NOTIFIED  BY  DOCTORS  DURING  THE  YEAR  1956 
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INFECTIOUS  DISEASES 
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Sticklepath  County  Primary 

Bridestowe  County  Primary 

Exbourne  County  Primary 

Hatherleigh  County  Primary 

Northlew  and  Ashbury  County  Primary 

Speyton  County  Primary 

Inwardleigh  County  Primary 

Drewsteignton  County  Primary 

Total 
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POSITION  RELATING  TO  SEWERAGE  AND  SEWAGE 
DISPOSAL  WITHIN  EACH  PARISH  OF  THE  OKEHAMPTON 

RURAL  DISTRICT 


Parish 

Ashbury 

Beaworthy  . 

Belstone 


Bondleigh 

Bratton  Clovelly  .. 

Bridestowe  ... 


Broadwoodkelly 

Chagford 


Remarks 


No  sewers. 


No  sewers. 

1950  Improvement  to  existing  sewers  and  small 
extension  carried  out. 

1955  Recommendation  that  Council  consider  a 
complete  sewerage  scheme  to  deal  with 
built-up  areas  of  Belstone  and  Skaigh. 

Effluent  pipeline  from  sewage  tank  relaid, 
sewage  tank  cleaned. 


No  sewers. 

1952  Preliminary  survey  carried  out  to  ascertain 

sewer  lines  and  site  of  sewage  disposal 
works  (much  of  the  village  sewered  to 
open  outfall). 

1949  Sewer  extended  to  bring  4  properties  within 

Statutory  distance  of  100  feet. 

1950  Improvements  to  existing  sewers  and  small 

extensions  carried  out. 

1951  New  storm  water  overflow  and  scum  boards 

installed. 

19  properties  connected  to  the  sewer. 

1953  Arrangements  made  to  improve  efficiency  of 

sewage  disposal  works,  improve  sludge 
drying  capacity  and  renew  disintegrated 
clinker  in  percolating  filter. 

1954  Whole  of  media  removed  from  sludge  drying 

beds,  cleaned  and  relaid.  Filter  media 
renewed,  rest  thoroughly  washed  through 
and  depth  of  media  brought  up  to  effective 
level. 

1950  Improvements  to  existing  sewers  and  small 
extensions  carried  out. 

Part  of  village  sewered  to  open  outfall. 

1946  Scheme  prepared  and  submitted. 

1947  Sewers  constructed  to  new  housing  estate. 

1948  Broomhill  new  filter  bed  and  effluent  pipe 

constructed. 

1949  Contract  placed,  for  new  scheme. 

1950  Further  complete  scheme  submitted. 
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Chagford 

1951  New  sedimentation  tanks  and  filter  con¬ 

structed  on  Lloyd  Hill  Estate. 

1952  Difficulties  in  acquiring  site  held  up  scheme. 

1953  Purchase  of  site  submitted  to  district  valuer. 

1954  Negotiations  still  proceeding. 

1955  Negotiations  for  land  completed  and  Mini¬ 

stry’s  approval  for  loan  sanction  awaited. 
Scheme  approved  in  principle  by  Ministry, 
but  no  grant  aid. 

Drewsteignton 

1951  Improvements  have  been  completed  to 
septic  tank  and  filter. 

1953  New  storm  water  overflow  constructed. 

Two  separate  outfalls. 

Village  mainly  sewered. 

Treatment  at  outfalls  not  satisfactory. 

Sandy  Park  ... 

1947  Scheme  in  preparation. 

(Drewsteignton) 

1949  Scheme  accepted  subject  to  modifications. 

1950  Authority  to  proceed  with  new  sewerage 

scheme  and  work  commenced  on  con¬ 
struction. 

1951  Complete  scheme  opened. 

1952  All  houses  connected. 

Crockernwell 

(Drewsteignton) 

1953  Drawing  begun  in  conjunction  with  Crediton 

Rural  District  Council  to  provide  new 
percolating  filter  and  improve  existing 
sedimentation  tanks,  also  construction  of 
storm  water  overflow. 

1954  Work  completed. 

E  bourne 

1946  Scheme  prepared  and  submitted. 

1950  Drawings  for  alternative  scheme  now  being 
prepared. 

1953  Drawings  submitted  and  Ministry  asked  for 

further  consideration  to  be  given  to 
question  of  farm  drainage. 

1954  New  plans  submitted. 

1955  Scheme  approved  in  principle  only  and 

farmers  asked  to  help  to  finance  and  also 
to  restrict  farm  drainage. 

1956  Ministry  agreed  that  scheme  can  proceed, 

and  Consulting  Engineers  instructed 
accordingly. 

Germansweek 

No  sewers. 

Gidleigh 

No  sewers. 
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Hatherleigh 


Highampton  ... 

Iddesleigh 
Inwardleigh 
Jacobstowe  ... 

Meeth 

Monkokehampton 


North  lew 


1950  Outline  scheme  submitted. 

1951  9"  sewer  scheme  completed  and  further 

scheme  in  hand. 

1952  Further  scheme  carried  out  (no  cases  of 

flooding  have  since  occurred). 

1953  Engineer  to  prepare  outline  proposals  for 

new  scheme. 

1954  Scheme  submitted  and  negotiations  for 

purchase  of  land  on  south  bank  of  river 
are  in  hand. 

1955  Outline  plans  for  new  disposal  works  pre¬ 

pared  for  submission  to  District  Valuer. 

1955  Consideration  for  a  joint  scheme  with  Hols- 
worthy  Rural  District. 


Much  of  village  sewered  to  small  disposal  works. 


No  sewers. 


No  sewers. 

1950  Outline  scheme  submitted. 

1951  Ministry  enquiry. 

Scheme  not  approved  by  Ministry  on  ground 
of  expense. 


No  sewers. 

1951  Outline  scheme  prepared  for  consideration. 

1953  Work  to  be  deferred  on  Ministry’s  decision. 

Technical  amendments  completed  and 
submitted. 

1954  Amended  drawing  approved  and  tender 

accepted  subject  to  Ministry  approval. 

1955  Scheme  completed. 

1950  Improvements  to  existing  sewers  and  small 

extensions  carried  out. 

1951  Preliminary  survey  made  for  scheme  of  two 

separate  parts. 

1952  Drawings  and  estimates  in  course  of  pre¬ 

paration. 

1953  Drawings  for  three  separate  outfalls  rejected 

by  Council,  who  recommend  scheme  with 
one  disposal  works;  drawings  to  be  pre¬ 
pared  on  these  lines. 

1954  Outline  scheme  submitted  and  negotiations 

for  purchase  of  land  in  hand. 

1956  Scheme  approved  in  principle. 
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North  Tawton 


Okehampton  Hamlets 
Sampford  Courtenay 


Sticklepath 


SOURTON 


1946  Scheme  prepared  and  submitted. 

1950  Part  of  new  scheme  constructed  at  Barton 

Hill  (560  yards  of  1"  sewer  and  8  manholes 
taking  in  31  properties  and  another  outfall 
discharging  crude  sewerage). 

1951  New  sewer  laid  and  7  properties  connected 

at  Essington.  New  manholes  built  and 
sewer  improved  in  Barton  Street. 

Scheme  to  deal  with  flooding  at  bottom  of 
Fore  Street  and  improvements  to  outfalls 
successfully  completed  and  found  satis¬ 
factory. 

1952  Work  carried  out  to  prevent  flooding  at 

Essington. 

1954  New  scheme  for  sewage  disposal  adopted 

and  negotiations  for  purchase  of  land 
started. 

1955  Ministry  ask  for  outline  scheme  before  com¬ 

mencing  negotiations  for  land.  District 
Valuer  to  seek  agreement  with  owner  on 
value  of  land  at  bottom  of  town  for 
pumping  station. 


No  sewers. 

1951  Scheme  for  outfall  works  at  top  half  of 

village  approved. 

1952  Outfall  works  at  top  half  of  village  com¬ 

pleted.  Settling  tanks  and  filter  covered 
in.  Scheme  for  unsewered  properties  at 
higher  end  of  village  not  proceeded  with 
as  owners  of  properties  en  route  would  not 
co-operate.  Levels  taken  for  remainder 
of  built-up  area,  and  site  required  for 
disposal  works  referred  to  District  Valuer. 

1949  Drawings  in  hand  for  extension  of  existing 

sewer. 

1950  New  sedimentation  tanks  with  filter,  84 

yards  of  9"  and  140  yards  of  6"  sewer 
constructed.  Provision  made  to  connect 
most  of  remainder  of  village  to  these 
tanks. 

Sufficient  land  acquired  and  fenced  to  allow 
for  complete  sewerage  scheme. 

1956  Scheme  prepared  for  south  side  of  village 
after  consideration  of  detailed  report  by 
Public  Health  Inspector. 

1951  Preliminary  survey  of  pipeline  and  site 

works. 

1952  Scheme  submitted  to  the  Ministry. 

1954  Drawings  being  prepared. 

1955  Drawings  submitted. 
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South  Tawton 
South  Zeal  . . 


Spreyton 
Throwleigh  ... 


1946  Repairs  to  existing  works  carried  out. 

1947  Sewers  constructed  to  new  housing  estate. 

1949  Scheme  for  extension  of  works  in  hand. 
Small  extension  of  pipeline  has  connected 

properties  at  Prospect. 

1950  Plans  submitted. 

1952  Scheme  approved. 

1953  Authority  to  proceed.  Zeal  Head — Ford 

Cross  sewer  extension  completed,  1,130 
yards  6"  sewer  and  16  manholes,  and 
improvements  at  disposal  works  well  in 
hand. 

1954  New  settling  and  detritus  tanks,  storm 

water  overflows,  humus  tank  and  sludge 
drying  beds  now  in  use. 

1955  Contract  completed. 

Scheme  for  drainage  at  Rising  Sun  Inn  and 
six  other  properties  en  route  prepared. 
Landlord  of  Rising  Sun  would  be  expected 
to  stand  75%  of  cost,  and  his  decision  is 
awaited. 


Part  of  village  sewered  to  open  outfall. 

1951  No  sewers.  Survey  for  sewage  works  carried 

out  and  details  prepared. 

1952  Date  forwarded  to  Ministry  after  complete 

survey.  Not  approved. 
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OKEHAMPTON  RURAL  DISTRICT  WATER  SUPPLIES 


PARISH 

Whether  the  water 
supply  of  the  area 
and  its  several 
parts  has  been 
satisfactory  (a)  in 
quality  (b)  in 
quantity 

Where  there  is  a  piped 
supply,  whether  bacterio¬ 
logical  examinations  were 
made  of  the  raw  water 
and ,  where  treatment  is 
installed,  of  the  water 
going  into  supply;  if  so, 
how  many  and  the  results 
obtained;  the  results  of 
any  chemical  analyses 

Where  the  waters  are 
liable  to  have  plumbo- 
solvent  action,  the  facts 
as  to  contamination  by 
lead,  including  precautions 
taken  and  number  and 
results  of  anaylses 

Action  in  respect 
of  an '  form  of 
contamination 

Particulars  of  the  number  of  dwelling  houses 
and  the  number  of  the  population  supplied 
from  public  water  mains : 

(a)  direct  to  the  houses; 

(b)  by  means  of  standpipes 

No.  of  Dwelling  Houses  Total  Population 

Main 

Standpipe 

Main 

Standpipe 

ASHBURY 

(a)  Satisfactory 

(b)  Satisfactory 

Piped  supply 

No  analysis 

N.D.W.B. 

N.D.W.B. 

14 

— 

46 

BEAWORTHY  ... 

(a)  Satisfactory 

(b)  Satisfactory 

Piped  supply 

No  analysis 

N.D.W.B. 

N.D.W.B. 

9 

— 

30 

— 

BELSTONE 

(a)  Satisfactory 

(b)  Restricted  in 
dry  weather 

Piped  supply.  10  samples 
taken — 8  satis.,  2  unsatis. 

Nil 

Chlorination 

75 

— 

248 

— 

BONDLEIGH  ... 

(a)  Satisfactory 

(b)  Satisfactory 

Piped  supply 

No  analysis 

Yes,  in  the  past 

N.D.W.B. 

— 

— 

BRATTON 
CLOVELLY  ... 

(a)  Satisfactory 

(b)  Satisfactory 

Piped  supply 

No  analyses 

N.D.W.B. 

N.D.W.B. 

48 

• 

158 

— 

BRIDESTOWE  ... 

(a)  Satisfactory 
!  (b)  Satisfactory 

Piped  supply 

No  analysis 

N.D.W.B. 

N.D.W.B. 

80 

— 

264 

— 

BROADWOOD- 

KELLY 

(a)  Satisfactory 

(b)  Satisfactory 

Piped  supply 

No  analysis 

N.D.W.B. 

N.D.W.B. 

37 

— 

122 

— 

CHAGFORD 

(a)  Un¬ 
satisfactory 

(b)  Satisfactory 

Piped  supply 

1 2  samples  taken — 7  satis¬ 
factory,  5  unsatisfactory 

Yes,  slight 

Chlorination 

368 

— 

1214 

— 

DREWSTEIGN- 
TON  . 

(a)  Doubtful 

(b)  Satisfactory 

Piped  supply 

10  samples  taken — 9  satis¬ 
factory,  1  unsatisfactory 

Yes,  but  dealt  with 

Chlorination 

80 

— 

264 

— 

EXBOURNE  ... 

(a)  Satisfactory 

(b)  Satisfactory 

Piped  supply 

No  analysis 

N.D.W.B. 

N.D.W.B. 

76 

— 

251 

— 

GERMANSWEEK 

(a)  Doubtful 

(b)  Doubtful 

No  piped  supply 

Private  wells  only 

In  the  past 

Nil 

■ — 

— 

— 

— 

GIDLEIGH 

(a)  Un¬ 
satisfactory 

(b)  Doubtful 

No  piped  supply 

Private  supply  only 

Nil 

Nil 

—  " 

— 

- 

— 

HATHERLEIGH 

(a)  Satisfactory 

(b)  Satisfactory 

Piped  supply 

1  sample  taken — satis¬ 
factory 

N.D.W.B. 

N.D.W.B. 

283 

— 

934 

— 

HIGHAMPTON  ... 

(a)  Satisfactory 

(b)  Satisfactory 

Piped  supply 

No  analysis 

N.D.W.B. 

N.D.W.B. 

37 

— 

122 

— 

IDDESLEIGH  ... 

(a)  Satisfactory 

(b)  Satisfactory 

Piped  supply 

No  analysis 

N.D.W.B. 

N.D.W.B. 

33 

— 

109 

— 

INWARDLEIGH 

(a)  Satisfactory 

(b)  Satisfactory 

Piped  supply 

No  analysis 

N.D.W.B. 

N.D.W.B. 

64 

— 

211 

JACOBSTOWE  ... 

(a)  Satisfactory 

(b)  Satisfactory 

Piped  supply 

No  analysis 

N.D.W.B. 

N.D.W.B. 

18 

— 

59 

— 

MEETH  . 

{a)  Satisfactory 
(b)  Satisfactory 

Piped  supply 

No  analysis 

N.D.W.B. 

N.D.W.B. 

12 

■ - 

40 

• - 

MONKOKE- 
HAMPTON  ... 

{a)  Satisfactory 
(b)  Satisfactory 

Piped  supply 

No  analysis 

N.D.W.B. 

N.D.W.B. 

| 

26 

— 

S6 

— 

NORTHLEW  ... 

(a)  Satisfactory 

(b)  Satisfactory 

Piped  supply 

No  analysis 

N.D.W.B. 

N.D.W.B. 

29 

— 

96 

— 

NORTH  TAWTON 

(a)  Satisfactory 

(b)  Satisfactory 

Piped  supply 

19  samples  taken — 

15  satisfactory,  4  unsatis¬ 
factory 

No 

Chlorination 

309 

— 

1020 

— 

OKEHAMPTON 

HAMLETS 

(a)  Un¬ 
satisfactory 
(b)  Unsatisfactory 

No  piped  supply 

Private  wells  only 

In  the  past 

Nil 

— 

— 

_ 

— 

SAMPFORD 

COURTENAY 

(a)  Satisfactory 

(b)  Satisfactory 

Piped  supply 

1  sample  taken — 
satisfactory 

N.D.W.B. 

N.D.W.B. 

66 

— 

218 

— 

SOURTON 

(a)  Satisfactory 

(b)  Satisfactory 

Piped  supply 

No  analysis 

N.D.W.B. 

N.D.W.B. 

43 

_ 

142 

SOUTH  TAWTON 

(a)  Satisfactory 

(b)  Restricted  in 
dry  weather 

Piped  supply 

9  samples  taken — 

6  satisfactory,  3  unsatis. 

Nil 

Chlorination 

250 

— 

825 

— * 

SPREYTON 

(a)  Satisfactory 

(b)  Un¬ 
satisfactory 

No  piped  supply 

Wells  only 

No 

Nil 

m  ■ 

— — 

— 

— 

THROWLEIGH 

(a)  Satisfactory 

(b)  Satisfactory 

Piped  supply 

10  samples  taken — 

9  satisfactory 

1  unsatisfactory 

N.D.W.B. 

N.D.W.B. 

19 

— 

63 

— 

N.D.W.B. -North  Devon  Water  Board  Main  Service 
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